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BRIEFING 
OUTLINE

PART 1

• What is DSA?

• What does a DSA Application 
entail?

PART 2

• Interview Etiquette

• Interview Preparation
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Part 1
• What is DSA?

• What does a DSA Application entail?



PSLE Posting Exercise

After PSLE results are 
released, students are given 
the PSLE certificates and an 
option form to apply for the 
schools that they qualify for. 

After 3-4 weeks, the posting 
results are released, and 
students learn about which 
school they will go to. 
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Under DSA, students apply to join 
a secondary school before PSLE. 
After the application, students 
will have to undergo an interview 
or more  (June Holidays to Term 
3), to be selected to join the 
secondary school.

Upon successful application, 
students will be offered a chance 
to join the secondary school 
(partially based on PSLE results). 
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Taken from: https://www.moe.gov.sg/secondary/dsa

Taken from: https://www.moe.gov.sg/secondary/dsa



6

2024What to do if you are interested?
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❑ Research 
- Using SchoolFinder and the school’s website. Check what the school 

offers 

❑ Shortlist 
- List down the schools that are suitable for you (Only 3 applications)  

❑ Preparation 
- Prepare your portfolios and be ready for interviews, auditions or 

trials. Different schools have different selection processes.

❑ Application 
- Check the DSA application timeframe 

2024What to do if you are interested?



10

❑ Continued commitment to CCA or area of strength

❑ Character First

❑ Find out more from the DSA website

❑ Keep tab of your DSA interviews/ selection tests and 
keep the School and Form Teachers informed

2024What to do if you are interested?



Part 2
• Interview Etiquette  

• Interview Preparation 



Interview Etiquette 

Face-to-face 

▪First Impressions (Appearance) 

▪Eye Contact 

▪Posture 

▪Body Language 

▪Voice (Clear and Confident) 

▪Manners (Respectful and Polite) 
12



Interview Etiquette - Appearance
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•First Impressions Count



Interview Etiquette – Eye Contact
•Your Eyes Speak too!



Interview Etiquette – Body Language
•Your Body Language is just as important as 

what you say



Interview Etiquette – Body Language
•Your Body Language is just as important as 

what you say



Interview Etiquette – Voice Projection
•You must be heard clearly



Interview Etiquette – Do’s and Don’ts

Presentation Title

Do’s Don’ts

Do prepare Don’t be late 

Do answer to the question clearly Don’t be distracted 

Do listen actively to the interviewer Don’t be impatient 

Do research about the school you are 
applying to 

Don’t give one word answer 

Do ask positive questions if given the 
opportunity 

Don’t speak negatively 

Do thank the interviewer at the end Don’t assume the interviewer can read your 
mind

Group Interviews – Speak up assertively Group Interviews – Don’t hog attention 



How do we support you? 

Academics Student Leadership Sports Arts 
English Language 
/ Math / SC

Mother Tongue 
Language

Student Leaders Basketball / 
Netball / 
Badminton etc

Visual Arts / Music / 
Performing Arts

20 June (Thu)
1230-1330

21 June (Fri)
1230-1330



All the Best. Choose wisely!
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