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PSLE Topics 
Foundation MathematicsStandard Mathematics

1. Numbers 
(include Fractions and Decimals)

1. Numbers 
(include Fractions and Decimals)

2. Measurement  
(include length, mass, area and volume)

2. Measurement  
(include length, mass, area and volume)

3. Data Analysis 
(include graph and pie chart)

3. Data Analysis 
(include graph and pie chart)

4. Geometry
(include angles and shapes)

4. Geometry 
(include angles and shapes)

5.  Percentage5.   Percentage and Ratio

6.   Algebra

7. Speed

8.    Nets 



PSLE Format (Standard Math)
DurationTotal 

marks
No. of marks 
per question

No. of  
questions

Item TypeBookletPaper

1 h
10110Multiple-choiceA

1 1025
515Short-AnswerB

20210

1 h 30 min1025Short-Answer
2

453, 4 or 512Structured/  
Long-Answer

2 h 30 min100-47Total

Note:
• The use of an approved calculator is allowed in Paper 2 but not in Paper 1.



PSLE Format (Foundation Math)
DurationTotal 

marks
No. of 

marks per 
question

No. of  
questions

Item TypeBookletPaper

1 h
10110Multiple-

choice
A

1 20210
20210Short-AnswerB

1 h20210Short-Answer
2

203 or 4 6Structured
2 h90-46Total

Note:
• The use of an approved calculator is allowed in Paper 2 but not in Paper 1.



Key Aspects in Math Curriculum
 Mathematical Concepts
 Skills
 Math processes (reasoning, communication)
 Metacognition
 Attitudes (belief, perseverance)



• Division of fractions

Emphasis on Mathematical Concept and Reasoning 

How many groups of ଵ
ଷ

are there in 2 wholes?
Ans: 6 

2 ÷ ଵ
ଷ

×= 2   
3
1 = 6



Example of PSLE Math 
Questions



Ans: (4)

PSLE MA Paper 1 (MCQ)

Skills required:
- Recall of concept of decimals



Ans: (3)

PSLE MA Paper 1 (MCQ)

Skills / concepts required:
- Fraction as equal parts of a whole
- Equivalent fractions



PSLE MA Paper 1 (short-answer)



(a) Female youth + SC  50% of total adults
Female adult = 28 + 44 = 72

Skills/ concepts required:
- Reading of table (data 
analysis)
- Concept of percentage



Ans: increase

- Concept of fractions

Skills/ concepts required:
- Reading of table (data 
analysis)
- Concept of percentage



PSLE MA Paper 1 (short-answer)

Skills/ concepts required:
- Concept of money
- Grouping concept
- Concept of ratio / 

proportion



PSLE MA Paper 1 (short-answer)

 1 set  12 eggs

10 sets  120 eggs 
(buy 100 + free 20)

20 free eggs cost $4.80 
10  eggs cost $4.80 ÷ 2 = $2.40

Skills/ concepts required:
- Concept of money
- Grouping concept
- Concept of ratio / 

proportion



PSLE Paper 2

Skills/ concepts required:
- Concept area and 

perimeter
- Visualisation skills



PSLE Paper 2



PSLE Foundation Math Paper

Skills/ concepts required:
- Concept money
- Concept of percentage

Yummy Bakery
The cheapest bun is free 
 kaya bun 

Total = $1.80 + $1.70 
= $3.50



 Study all important information in the problem, e.g. annotate or 
underline key words.

 Practice time management skill. Skip questions when unsure and 
return to complete them later on.

 Attempt all questions. Show all the Math equations and workings.

 Familiarise the functions required in calculators.

 Check the accuracy of the work, e.g. number transfer, unit of 
measurements, calculation.

How To Do Well In Examination 



1. Study

 What am I given?
 What am I asked 

to find?
 How can I retell 

the problem in my 
own words? 

 What is the topic / 
concept used?

 What strategy 
should I use?

 Can I use diagram 
or model? 

 What are the 
steps / equation?

 Have I written 
down the 
equations?

 Does my answer 
make sense?

 Did I check for     
unit and 
calculation?

 Can I solve it 
differently? 

3. Act2. Think 4. Reflect

Mathematical Problem Solving Approach



1.   Transfer error
Example:  9 x $12 = $108

$100 ÷ 2 = $50

Common Mistakes Made By Students

2.   Omission or incorrect units of measurement
Example: 1 km = 100 m (Wrong Fact)



Common Mistakes Made By Students

3. Writing incorrect Math equations

Example:  20 + 10 = 30 + 5 = 35

(Wrong equations as the 2 steps are combined into one)
not equal



 Monitor the homework completion
* Get your child to present his / her work clearly and systematically

 Encourage your child to have regular revision
* Re-attempt questions where corrections have been done 
(independent work)

* Get the formula right, e.g. Area (rectangle) = L x B 
* Commit certain facts into memory, e.g. 0.5 = ½ = 50%

 Build time management skills
*  When doing a timed practice, get your child to complete 

the practice within the given time

How Parents Can Support Their Child



Thank you
For further queries, you may consult

your child’s Math teacher.


